
THE OREGON SCORECARD
Information about Regional Price Parity Affordability Rankings

The U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis assesses regional differences in affordability by
tracking regional price parities, which measure the differences in price levels across
states and metropolitan areas for a given year and are expressed as a percentage of
the overall national price level. RPPs allow comparisons of buying power across the 50
states. The BEA calculates RPPs annually and makes them available after a 16-month
delay.

The BEA reports RPPs in five areas: All Items, Goods, Housing, Utilities and Other. The
Oregon Scorecard features RPP data in all areas except Other. 

To learn more, go to www.bea.gov/data/prices-inflation/regional-price-parities-state-
and-metro-area.

Data Source

Definitions
All Items: The All Items RPP (which the Oregon Scorecard uses for the overall
affordability ranking) combines the prices across all of the major groups, from Utilites to
Other. It includes all consumption goods and services, including housing rents.

Housing: In developing the Housing RPP,  the BEA relies strictly upon observed tenant
rents. It does not include imputed owner-occupied rent values (what homeowners
would theoretically pay to rent their homes).

Goods: The BEA’s Goods RPP includes a wide variety of items tracked for the consumer
price index, including apparel, medical goods, vehicles and fuel.

Utilities: The BEA’s Utilities RPP covers electricity, natural gas, water and other
household utilities.


	THE OREGON SCORECARD
	Information about Regional Price Parity Affordability Rankings
	Data Source
	Definitions


