
THE OREGON SCORECARD
Definitions, Explanations for Establishment Births, Deaths

Establishment births and deaths are reported by the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
and the data used by The Oregon Scorecard is pulled from the BLS’ Business
Employment Dynamics data-search page: data.bls.gov/PDQWeb/bd. 

The definitions and explanations below appear in the BLS’ April 29, 2026,
Quarterly Data Series news release (www.bls.gov/news.release/cewbd.htm).

Data and Definition Sources

Definitions
Establishment: An establishment is defined as an economic unit that produces
goods or services, usually at a single physical location, and engages in one or
predominantly one activity. A firm is a legal business, either corporate or
otherwise, and may consist of several establishments.

Deaths: These are units with no employment or zero employment reported in the
third month of four consecutive quarters following the last quarter with positive
employment. Deaths are a subset of closings not including temporary
shutdowns of seasonal businesses. A unit that closes during the quarter may be
a death, but we wait three quarters to determine whether it is a permanent
closing or a temporary shutdown. Therefore, there is always a lag of three
quarters for the publication of death statistics.

Births: These are units with positive third month employment for the first time in
the current quarter with no links to the prior quarter, or units with positive third
month employment in the current quarter and zero employment in the third
month of the previous four quarters. Births are a subset of openings not
including re-openings of seasonal businesses.
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