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The following statement was delivered by Angela Wilhelms, President/CEO of Oregon Business & 
Industry and Chair of the Defeat the Costly Tax on Sales Coalition, at approximately 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 5.   
 
Good evening! Thank you for being here tonight to celebrate this early and decisive result.  
 
It has been an honor and a privilege to chair the Defeat the Costly Tax on Sales campaign, and I am 
thrilled to congratulate you and our entire coalition on tonight’s overwhelming outcome.  
 
With more than 70% of the vote at this time, Oregonians have resoundingly rejected Measure 118 
and sent a message that will reverberate for years to come.  
 
And that message is this: Oregonians are in no mood for higher taxes.  
 
Oregon voters recognized this measure for exactly what it was: a cynical offer of so-called “free 
money” in exchange for the largest tax increase in our state’s history. Oregonians understood that 
this tax on sales would harm businesses of all sizes, in all industries, and from all corners of the 
state; that it would increase prices at the worst possible time; and that it would rob our state’s 
general fund of resources government needs to fund critical services. 
 
Before I go any further, I need your indulgence as I offer several “thank yous”. We’d be here all night 
if I tried to thank everyone who deserves our gratitude on an individual basis; so, forgive me for 
some group references.  
 
First, thank you to our more than 1000 coalition members. I said it multiple times throughout this 
campaign – I have never seen anything like this. The diversity of this coalition is remarkable: 
businesses of all shapes and sizes; unions, both public and private; nonprofits; and progressive 
think tanks and conservative think tanks. It includes Democratic and Republican members of 
Congress, members from both parties in the Oregon state legislature, and hundreds of other 
community leaders from across the state. Sure, different individuals or groups had different 
reasons to oppose Measure 118. But those varied reasons just speak to how important it was that 
we defeated this deeply flawed measure.  
 
Given that this campaign started later than most statewide efforts would, we built a team that was 
small, but that was effective. And of course, they deserve our collective gratitude, but they deserve 
my thanks in particular for their execution and commitment.  
 
I also need to thank those Oregonians who agreed to publicly tell their story about the perils of 
Measure 118 for their own business and for their customers, clients, patients and communities. 
You probably didn’t head into this summer thinking you’d end up being a TV personality, but you did 
indeed become one and you were instrumental in delivering our message to Oregonians.  
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I also want to take a moment to thank the OBI board for jumping into this fight without hesitation. 
Many of them contributed financially, and many helped with outreach and coalition building. I am 
humbled to have their faith and grateful for their support. Oregon is better off today thanks to their 
leadership. 
 
And finally, I am so grateful to those in our state’s business community for diving in - for recognizing 
the urgency and responding accordingly.  
 
Tonight, I’m proud to say that Oregon’s business community is as united as ever before. That’s 
important, because when our state’s business community unites, we succeed. We’ve proven this 
time and again, and with several examples in just the last couple of years. 
 
The proponents of Measure 118 spent a lot of time and money trying to pit Oregonians against 
Oregon businesses. They failed. The truth is, what’s good for Oregonians is good for Oregon 
businesses – and what’s good for Oregon businesses is good for Oregonians. People across this 
state rightly recognized that and voted accordingly.   
 
Let us remember this in the weeks, months, and years ahead. While tonight’s victory is a cause for 
celebration, we know that new threats to Oregon’s private sector and the state’s economic 
prosperity will come. But when they do, we will be ready.  
 
We will be able to point back to tonight as a reminder of our collective strength and our ability to 
bring together Oregonians behind shared values of individual, community and economic prosperity. 
 
Tonight marks the end of a political campaign, but it’s my sincere hope that it also marks the return 
to a time when Oregonians – particularly those in public office – recognize the value of our state’s 
private sector…the 1.7 million jobs it creates, the innovation and problem solving that occurs within 
it every day, the wages and incomes provided to families, and the collective prosperity and 
opportunity that it generates.  
 
We at OBI stand ready to continue a productive dialogue about how to move our economy forward 
and to restore Oregon’s mojo as a beacon of economic opportunity and growth. 
 
Again, thank you for being here tonight. And thank you to everyone across Oregon who helped the 
campaign in so many ways.  
 
Most importantly, thank you to Oregon voters for the message you sent tonight in this resounding 
defeat of Measure 118, the Costly Tax on Sales. 
 
-end- 
 
 

 


